OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GROVER SELLERS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

tonoradble W, P. ilerme, Jr.
county Audéitor

waller County

Meapstead, Texas

pear Sir: opinion Yo, 0-64

: iissioners?! Court,
coun Auditor and/or other
‘officlels,

*I shall ?ppreo te Wwour opinion a8 to
whether liaNer \Qounty/may legally expend -money

ould 8lso like for your opinion to in-
clude other booxs such as Attoriey Gererals' {plnioc
Voluwes, ye&rly supgplezcut 10 Texas Htetutes, venerel

and Speciel iaw Volures of edch lesielative seszlor,
eto,

"if the Coasissiopers' Court detercires Lhat
suoin booxs &re needed by various officers, can the
county lezally psy for sucl booke, or should tnis

exrense be bori.e personally by the officer re juir-
iz¢ sazict” )

HO COMMUNICATION iS5 TO BT CONSTRUED AS A DLPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLFSS ABppauer Sy wure semao..c.n = o or
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The Commissioners' Court is a oourt of limited Juris-
diotion and has only suoh powers as are oonferred upon it
by the Constitution end statutes of this Gtate by express
terms or by impliocation. Von Rosenberg v. Lovett, 173
5S¢ We 5083 Miller v, Brown, 216 5, W. 452; Howard v, tlender-
son County, 116 S. W. (2¢&) 479; Gelveston, H.& S.A.Ry. Co.
v. Uvalde County, 167 3. W. (24) 10843 11 Tex. Jur. 56kL.

In our Opinion Ko. 0~5347, & oopy of whioh is heréto
attached, this department held that the commissionera'’

court did4 not have the authority to exypend county funds for
the purchase of Vernon's Annual Tocket Farts to be furnished
to the district olerk,

We wish to osll your attention to Article 4335, V.A.C.S.,
wheredby the Seoretary of Ltate 1s authorized to furalish one
copy of each of all general &nd special laws passed by the
Legislature to the jJudge of the several courts throughout
the gtate, and the clerks of seid courts, and each county
attorney; and tie Secretary of State is elso authorigzed to
furnish one ¢opy each of all general laws to the county
treasurer, couaty surveyor, sheriff, county tax asscesor
and collector, inspector of hides and anicels, justice of
the peaocs, constable and county commissioner,

Art, 1650, ¥V, A, C, ., &8 emended, provides that
the county euditor shall be authorized to provide hiaself
with all necessary ledcers, books, reoords, blanks stetion-
ery, squipment, telephone end postage at the oounty's ex-
rense, but all purchéees thereof shall bte made ino the merner
provided for by law,

Uréer the faallier rule of conetruction known &g
“g jusdem generis", books mentiooed in Article 1650, supra,
could rot reesonably be construed to inolude "Comnissioners'
Court Guide 2ooks,™ "Attorrney Generals! Opinion Volumecs,"
and"supplenent to Texas statutes,”

«¢ know of no provision in the Jonstitution or
statutes of this Ltatc which confers upon the Commiesioners!
Court the power to expend county funds for the purcaese of
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4he books referred to in your request., ¥e, therefore, an-
gwer your questions in the negative, :

Yours very truly,
ATTORNEY GuNBRAL OF TuXAS

o - ’.,lc By . * 6! bu J}' N
I ). b 2 « C, Davie, Jr.
. Assletant
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